Atlas Network’s Spiderweb

“To answer the question ‘Who is the real customer of a think tank?’” he said,” | will refer to the
often ignored passage of Ludwig von Mises, in his book Bureaucracy. In it he describes a type
of person—elite—who | believe is not only the real customer of Atlas and many think tanks, but
also our ideal customer, who benefits us and is served by us.” - Alejandro Chafuen [5]

2002 Venezuelan coup attempt (Carmona Decree, Elliott Abrams, PNAC) [12]

Atlas Offspring Used U.S. Funds 1o Oppose ChAvez

In 1984, the Atlas Economic Research Foundation
helped set up a think tank in Venezuela called the
Center for the Dissemination of Economic Information
(or Centro de Divulgacion del Conocimiento
Economico, CEDICE). But contrary to Atlas’ empha-
sis on independence, CEDICE has received U.S.
funds to support the failed attempts to remove
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez from office. In its
Summer 2004 Investor Report, Atlas writes, “Venezuela
is not California, so no matter what happens with the
recall referendum . . . the country will continue to face
a daunting populist menace. All those involved with
CEDICE . . . have been an invaluable and courageous
voice for freedom, peace and prosperity.”

CEDICE played a significant role in organizing and
publicizing the positions of the opposition movement.
CEDICE collaborated with the Center for Interna-
tional Private Enterprise—a Washington-based orga-
nization that administers money from the U.S.-funded
National Endowment for Democracy, U.S. Agency for
International Development, and the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce to internationally promote “democratic
market economies through local business associations,
think tanks, and other private sector groups.” Together,
CIPE and CEDICE worked “to move the debate in
Venezuela from populist rhetoric to concrete reforms
that will encourage participatory democracy and a

better business environment,” according to CIPE’s
2002 Annual Report.

Relying on official documents obtained through
Freedom of Information Act requests concerning the
U.S. support of the anti-Chavez movement, the Web
site VenezuelaFOIA.info writes, “Both CEDICE and
CIPE [were] engaging in business-oriented efforts in
Venezuela, working directly with Fedecamaras, the anti-
Chavez business association that co-led the April 2002
coup and the Winter 2003 lockout (Fedecamaras Pres-
ident Pedro Carmona took over the presidency during
the April 2002 coup and proceeded to dissolve all of
Venezuela’s democratic institutions before being forced
from his self-imposed government). . . . More than
$80,000 was allocated to CEDICE-CIPE’s combined
efforts by the NED right before the 2002 coup.”

CEDICE’s post referendum work will focus on the
topic of business ethics, “specifically in the way it gen-
erates competition, efficiency, and productivity in soci-
ety.” In July 2004, CEDICE announced the creation
of the Center for the Ethics and Corporate Citizenship.
According to Atlas’ Web site, “The Center will seek to
promote ethical values that encourage businesses to be
socially responsible within the community and develop
initiatives that will contribute to progress and a qual-
ity of life within the framework of a free and responsi-
ble society.”

[12]

2011 Wisconsin Act 10 (Effect on Unions, Education) [22]

Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty

ALEC: American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC Exposed) [22]

Allegheny Foundation, Carthage Foundation Sarah Scaife Foundation, Scaife Family Foundation
(Germany) [5] *2021 Scaife Financials
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American Enterprise Institute [2]

American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers (trade lobbying group) [5]
Americans For Prosperity (Koch Bros, Tea Party) [18][25]

Amway [22]

Assembly of First Nations (Canada) [1]

Australian Taxpayers Alliance [5]

BHP Group Limited [5]

BP [5]

Badger Institute (formerly Wisconsin Policy Research Institute) [23]

Ballotpedia - Lucy Burns Institute (SPN)

Steve Bannon (Cambridge Analytica, Tea Party)

John Bolton

Bradley Foundation [22]

Brexit (BeLeave, LeaveEU, Vote Leave) - Defunct

Bureau for Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (State Department) [4]

CADAL - Funded by NED (IRI, NDI), Ford Foundation (on WikiSpooks) Freedom House (on
WikiSpooks) (Buenos Aires, Argentina) [3]

Cambridge Analytica - Defunct
Cato Institute

Cedice Libertad: Center for the Dissemination of Economic Information, or CEDICE
(Venezuela) [3][5] - Funded by NED (IRI, NDI) [12] Since 1998 [18]

Center for African Prosperity (internal) [5]
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Center for International Private Enterprise (International) [3] - Funded by NED (IRI, NDI)

Centre for Independent Studies (Australia) [5]

Centre for Policy Studies (UK) [2]

Centro de Estudios para el Desarrollo (Uruguay) [11]
Centro Interdisciplinar de Etica e Economia Personalista (Brazil) [3]
Alejandro Chafuen (American Friends of Institute of Economic Affairs, Acton Institute, Atlas

Network, Cedice Libertad, Chase Foundation of Virginia, Fraser Institute, Mont Pelerin Society,
born in Argentina) [3]

Charles Koch Foundation (Charles Koch, David Koch, Koch Brothers, Koch Network,
Kochtopus) [2]

Chase Foundation of Virginia [3]

Coca-Cola

Competitive Enterprise Institute [2]

Cornwall Alliance for the Stewardship of Creation (IRS Filings) [5]

Cuban Democratic Directorate (Cuban opposition - member of Christian Democrat Organization
of America, International Democracy Union) [4]

Donors Trust (on SourceWatch) [3]

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (per SourceWatch - Grant to Reason Foundation for school
choice and vouchers)*

Eli Groner (via Koch, Israel) [17]

ExxonMobil, ExxonMobil Foundation (ExxonMobil funded orgs)

Federalismo y Libertad (Argentina) [11]

First Nations Major Projects Coalition (Canada) [1]

Foundation for Economic Education [3]

Frank Schaffler (Germany)**
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Fraser Institute (Canada)

Free Brazil Movement [3][5]

Fundacion Atlas (Argentina) [11]

Fundacion CADAL (Argentina) [3]

Fundacion Eléutera (Honduras) [3][21]

Fundacién Federalismo y Libertad (Argentina) [11]
Fundacion Libertad (Argentina) [21]

Fundacion para el Desarrollo de Guatemala FUNDESA (Guatemala) [5]

Fundacion para el Progreso [Wikipedial]

Fundacion Pensar (Argentina) [3][21]

Goldwater Institute [22]

Russell Kirk (Heritage Foundation Distinguished Fellow)
Leonard Liggio (Atlas Network VA, Old Right)

Grupo Luksic

Nikki Haley [25]

Heritage Foundation [1]

Heartland Institute [5]
Indian Resource Council (Canada) [1]

Initiative for Free Trade (UK) [2]

Institute for Reforming Government (WI, SPN)

Institute of Economic Affairs (UK) [2]
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Liggio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Right_(United_States)
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https://spn.org/organization/institute-for-reforming-government/
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Institute for Humane Studies [5]

Institute for Progress [5]

Instituto de Estudos Empresariais (Brazil) [11]

Instituto Liberal (Brazil) [21]
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Instituto Libertad y Democracia (Peru) [4]

Joveny

IFL Young man ILISP

DL

INSTITUTO DEMOCRACIA E LIBERDADE
A servigo da cidadania.

FORMACAO
DE Llla ;

The institute for
leadership
development

&

The institute for
Democracy and
Freedom

Institute of Youth, Radical
Practitioners in the Sergipe, Brazil
Future

Students for Liberty
Brazil -


https://www.institutoliberal.org.br/quem-somos/

Instituto Millenium (Brazil) [3]
Instituto Mises Brazil [3]

International Policy Network (UK) [10] - Wikipedia says they’re defunct.

Axel Kaiser (Works for Fundacion para el Progreso, supported by Quifienco and Grupo Luksic)
[11]

Kim Kataguiri [8][9]
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https://misesacademy.com
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=International_Policy_Network
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"~ Kim Kataguiri, 19

The young libertarian, who first gained a following from his satirical YouTube videos, is

leading the charge against Brazil’s President Dilma Rousseff and her Worker’s Party,
which have been embroiled in a massive corruption scandal. After co-founding the Free
Brazil Movement in 2014, Kataguiri, who cites Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher as
inspirations, went on to lead a 200,000-strong demonstration in Sao Paulo earlier this

year—the biggest protest Sao Paolo has seen in three decades. —Tara John

Legatum Institute (UK) [2]

Libertad y Progreso (Instituto Libertad y Progreso)- Libertad y Progreso YouTube Video
(Rumble) [11]

Alberto Benegas Lynch (Mont Pelerin Society, Fundacién Federalismo y Libertad,
Libertad y Progreso - See Video) [11]
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https://www.libertadyprogreso.org/en/about/
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Macdonald-Laurier Institute (Canada) [1]

Mackinac Center for Public Policy (Michigan) [5][22]

MasterCard
Mauricio Macri (Republican Proposal, President of Argentina 2015-2019) [21]

Manhattan Institute for Policy Research [LoC] [2]

Mercatus Center [2]

Robert Mercer - Funded Atlas Network + Cambridge Analytica

Michigan's "Financial Martial Law Act" [22]

Mont Pelerin Society [3]

Rupert Murdoch [5]
National Endowment for Democr
James O’Keefe

Open Minds Institute (Russia)
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INSTITUTE

Georgetown @ JOHNS HOPKINS S unyersiTy o mi}(’, HARVARD
University Y T TUNIVERSITY e O2 g . ONIVERSTTY

Operacao Lava Jato/Operation Car Wash (Brazil) - Lawfare Against Lula

Pacific Research Institute [5]

Pan American Development Foundation [4]

Pfizer

Philip Morris
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https://manhattan.institute
https://www.loc.gov/item/lcwaN0006922/
https://www.mercatus.org
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2011/06/24/988424/-An-overview-of-Michigan-s-Financial-Martial-Law-Act-P-A-4-with-FREE-downloadable-factsheet
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Tim Phillips [26]

Policy Exchange - Judicial Power Project (UK)[5]

Procter & Gamble

**Prometheus — Das Freiheitsinstitut (Germany)
Quifienco

*Reason Foundation - Reason Magazine

Red Liberal de America Latina RELIAL [11]
School Choice Wisconsin (SPN)

Naomi Seibt (German YouTuber) [5]

Emily Seidel [25]

Shell plc

Rishi Sunak [5]

State Policy Network - SPN (US, UK, Canada),
TaxPayers’ Alliance (UK) [2]

Tea Party movement [26]

John Templeton

Margaret Thatcher

Timbro [5]

Donald Trump (2016 Campaign)

Rio Tinto (website) [5]

US Chamber of Commerce


https://policyexchange.org.uk
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USAID [3]
US Department of State
US Information Agency (Now done through Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and

Public Affairs-cultural diplomacy, “independent agencies”, International Broadcasting Bureau,
Voice of America, Radio y Television Marti, USAGM) [4]

Universidad Francisco Marroquin (Guatemala) [11]
Scott Walker (former WI Gov)
Walmart [22]

Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty (SPN)

Wisconsin Policy Research Institute (now Badger Institute)

Workers' Party (Brazil) (Wikipedia)
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[12]

Atlas Economic Research Foundarion: the think-1ank breeders

by Bob Burton

e For over two decades, a Vir-

ginia-based organization has

been quietly working as the Johnny

Appleseed of conservative think

tanks. With a modest $4 million budget in

2003 and a staff of eight, Atlas Economic

Research Foundation is on a mission to

populate the world with new “free

market” voices. In its 2003 review of

i activities, quaintly titled its Investor

Report, Atlas boasted that it worked with “70 new

think-tank entrepreneurs from 37 foreign countries,

including Lithuania, Greece, Mongolia, Ghana, the

Philippines, Brazil and Argentina,” as well as with sev-
eral American groups.

Briton Antony Fisher founded Atlas as part of his life-
long campaign to influence the “climate of ideas™ and
combat “creeping socialism.” Atlas credits Fisher with
assisting in the early stages of development of several con-
servative think tanks, including the Manhattan Institute,
Pacific Research Institute in San Francisco and Fraser
Institute in Vancouver, Canada.

Atlas identifies, screens and offers initial support to
individuals and groups who want to create local think
tanks. “Our ideal ‘intellectual entrepreneur,”™ says Atlas,
is “someone who communicates effectively with busi-
nessmen, academicians and the general public.” By facil-
itating the establishment of local think tanks, Atlas
increases both the reach and local credibility of their “free
market” message, thereby having “the most cost-effec-
tive impact.”

Since its formation in 1981, Atlas has funnelled over
$20 million in grants to think tanks that have passed its
screening process. Atlas aims, it says, to “increase that
amount tenfold in the next decade.” In 2003, a little over
$2 million of Atlas’s budget was passed on to other think
tanks. While large conservative foundations often make
sizable, sustained and general support grants, Atlas
believes less is more, giving small grants of $5,000 or less.
Atlas then weans fledgling projects off this modest annual
funding within five years, making exception only for spe-
cific innovative projects.

While Atlas calculates that its “family” comprises
approximately one-third of the world’s 470 “market ori-
ented” think tanks, it worries that “many young think
tanks lack know-how regarding reaching the media and
communicating a message effectively.” To help build
these skills, Atlas recruited Vince Breglio, co-founder and
senior executive with the market research and public rela-
tions company Wirthlin Worldwide. At its mid-August
conference in Salt Lake City, Breglio gave PR tips in a

two-hour workshop titled “communicating the message
of liberty.” A veteran of the 1980 and 1984 Reagan Pres-
idential campaigns, Breglio is no stranger to helping sell
unpopular ideas. Internal tobacco industry documents
reveal he advised both R.]J. Reynolds and Philip Morris
on how to handle public opposition to smoking.

Atlas’ financial support has come from a handful of
conservative foundations and corporations, including the
Sarah Scaife Foundation, Earhart Foundation and the
Carthage Foundation. ExxonMobil has contributed
over $500,000 since 1998, according to the Greenpeace
Web site ExxonSecrets.org.

In 1995, Philip Morris contributed $475,000 to Atlas
according to an internal budget document released as
part of the legal settlement with several U.S. states’ attor-
neys general. In 1997, despite a tight budget, PM staff
recommended Atlas receive $150,000 because of the
organization’s ability, through its events and public advo-
cacy work, to “positively impact the regulatory environ-
ment, particularly in Latin America.” Atlas' think tanks,
PM staff wrote approvingly, create “an improved oper-
ating environment for all PM businesses.”

In a May 1998 fundraising pitch to tobacco giant
Phillip Morris, (Cliafen explained thar Keeping its think

Atlas’ think tanks, Chaufen continued, have “remark-
able successes” even though they were often faced with
“unsympathetic local traditions and ideas. Sull, these
think tanks have become one of the first places opinion
leaders and policy makers go when they are looking for
market-based solutions to difficult social, economic or
environmental problems.”

A wersion of this article is also on Disinfopedia, the CMD’s
online database that anvone—including you —can add to.
If vou would like to work on this profile on Atlas or s affil-
iates, go to www.disinfopedia.org. If you need a hand getting
started, drop Bob a line at bob(@disinfopedia.org.
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